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association is not essential to his identification with
Mr. W. H., but the probability of it is worth noting
as part of his history. Some curious literary parallels,
which I shall now discuss, add to its likelihood.
The first set of these occurs in Wits Trenchmour. In
the dedication (which would have been written after
the work itself was finished and probably just before
its dispatch to the printer) Breton speaks of'offering to
your patience a president of so simple a wit, as dauncing
a Trenchmour in the shadow of understanding dares not
come into the light without the comfort of your good
countenaunce/
This dedication was addressed to William Harbert.
At the beginning of the main text, composed in hot
haste immediately after the reputed conversation, he
says:
Among the walkes of the wearie, where libertie and
ayre are the best comforts of the forlorne spirits of the
world, it was the hap of a poore Scholler ... to espy a
humaine creature ... and finding him to be an Angler, he
saluted in this manner: True figure of patience, no offence to
your conceit, howe might it fare with your colde exer-
cise? The Fisherman (as it might appeare by his answer)
Seeing better trained in the varietie of understanding then could
be contained within the compasse of a casting Nette, upon
the suddaine made him this replie:
Shadowe of intelligence,
To stay your further eloquence
when fooles gape for flyes, madde men may goe a fishing.